
 
Wednesday, January 14, 2025 
Meeting Minutes 

​ ​ ​ Meeting Held at Daily Brew Co., Westby, WI 
 

 
 
Open Networking – Members enjoyed drinks and food from Daily Brew Co. while conversing prior to the official meeting. 
 
President’s Welcome – Courtney Have 
 
Members’ 60-Second Introduction & Referral Requests 
Mark McCraw | Abacus Answers, LLC | CPA (Certified Public Accountant) offering small business accounting and tax preparations 
| Referral Request: No request. 
 
Courtney Havel | Bethel Home & Services | Senior living community providing a continuum of care to meet changing needs | 
Referral Request: Folks ages 55 or better who are interested in a new “Birchwood Ridge” independent living home in Westby.  
 
Scott Kring | Birch Point Distillery | In the process of building their distillery in Westby’s business park; Will distill spirits made 
from sheep’s milk | Referral Request: Recommendations for residential or commercial cleaning. Contacts to a local laboratory 
that could test contents for their distillery. 
 
Rod Engh | Cade Financial Services | Retirement income planning, 401(k), IRAs, education savings plans | Referral Request: 
Multi-year guaranteed annuities are available for 2- or 3-year terms and are in the 5% range of return. 
 
Kevin Connelly | Connelly Legal Services | estate planning, real estate transactions, probate work, small business setup | 
Referral Request: Easements can cause legal issues, but Kevin is here to help create easements and/or adjust current ones. 
 
Jan Hessen | Daily Brew Co. | Coffee shop offering coffee, Lotus drinks, teas, baked goods, breakfast/lunch/dinner options | 
Referral Request: Tuesday specialties include Orzo Bowls. Give them a try!  
 
Sara Rudie | Eagle Title Co. | Provides title insurance and property searches for lenders, realtors, lawyers; offers traveling closing 
and notary services in La Crosse, Monroe & Vernon Counties | Referral Request: ABSENT 
​  
Mary Daines | Embroidery & More | Screen printing, embroidery, promotional products, patches, heat press | Referral Request: 
Think spring: t-shirts, promo items to hand out in parades, gift basket donation items and more.  
 
Jude Steers | Coon Bali Yoga | Yoga classes offered 11-noon on Saturdays in Coulee Roots Movement in Viroqua | Referral 
Request: ABSENT 
 
Ryan Lium | Independent Insurance Agent | WI & MN home, farm, auto, rental properties, individual and group health 
insurance, vacation homes, small businesses, workers compensation, fun toys | Referral Request: ABSENT 
 
Jason Stuempges | Jason Ray Photography | Landscape photographer, offering prints for your home or office via website and 
craft fairs | Referral Request: Interior decorators or designers he could partner with.  
 
Steve (Cowboy) Pauloski | Leer Wood Products | Timber buyer of standing timber, cut logs; Assists with MFL program | Referral 
Request: Land owners with pastures that have large trees to potentially cut this summer.  
 
Autumn Brandau | NextHome Prime Real Estate | Residential, commercial, vacant land sales and area property manager | 
Referral Request: 3D tours are a great marketing tool that NextHome offers. More to come in Autumn’s presentation today. 
​  
Maja Grinsted Hillegass | PowerMedic | Makes and sells laser therapy equipment to accelerate natural healing | Referral 
Request: Chiropractors who could start to use lasers or would like to add more offerings to their services. 
 
Katie Helseth | River Bank, Westby | Katie primarily manages the bank’s business and farm loans | Referral Request: Mortgage 
rates have lowered into the lower 6% range. Homebuyers are a great referral. 
 



Hailey Nerison | The Wild Cowpoke Co | A unique mobile boutique offering women’s western wear | Referral Request: ABSENT 
 
Steve Peterson | Top Dog Marketing | Website design, marketing assessments and strategies, project management; Primarily 
works with small-businesses and nonprofits | Referral Request: ABSENT 
 
Linda Schulte | Valley Fudge & Candy | Makes over 50 flavors of fudge for retail and wholesale throughout the U.S.; Main 
storefront located in Coon Valley | Referral Request: Valentine’s Day is just 1 month away. Think about your loved ones you 
would like to share a gift box or package of fudge with. 
 
Dan Lee | 608 Plumbing & Heating | Residential and light commercial plumbing, heating, septic | Referral Request: In the 
process of moving 608’s shop to a different location. 
 
Referral Education – Scott Kring 
Growth Discussion 
Name an industry or business you would like to join our group. It can be related to your business or our group in general. 

Scott - Lab Group for analytical work; Alcohol distributor 
Rod - Medicare specialist / Affordable Care Act 
Jan - Landscaper; Floral Specialist  
Linda - Cleaner; Dog Groomer; Trainer 
Jason - Interior Designer / Decorator 
Cowboy - Mechanic; Excavating 
Dan - Construction Contractors 

​ Mary - Window Washer; Car Detailer; Painter 
Maja - Chiropractor; Veterinarian; Acupuncturist; Massage Therapist 
Kevin - Guardian; Trustees to manage trusts 
Katie - New Construction; Remodeling 
Mark - Attorney (Done!) 
Autumn - Home Inspector; Appraiser; Contractor 

 
Possible Businesses: 

Janzen Concrete 
OG Concrete 
Berg Excavating 

 
Vice President’s Report – Linda Schulte 

2025 Closed Business: ~$275,000! 
Closed Business thus far in 2026: $463.32 

 
Secretary’s Report – Hailey Nerison 

Jan. 21- Steve Pauloski Leer Wood Products 
Jan. 28 - 1:1 Conversations 
 

10-Minute Business Spotlight Speaker: Autumn Brandau, NextHome Prime Real Estate 
Link to Autumn’s presentation: 
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1U5PlWSVCV8maCPIYW_yMYq9qMUvbXTZLDT2EGMPKJUQ/edit?slide=id.p#slide=id.p 
 
Referrals & Testimonials 
Key: R (Referral); CB (Closed Business) & T (Testimonial) 
Mark – 2R for Connelly Legal Services 
Courtney – R for Abacus; CB for Daily Brew; T for NextHome; T for River Bank 
Scott – CB for Daily Brew 
Rod – R for Ryan; CB for Birch Point; CB for Daily Brew 
Jude –  
Jan – R for Birch Point 
Sara –  
Mary – CB for Daily Brew; CB for Birch Point; R for Birch Point; R for Cade Financial;  
Ryan –  
Jason – CB for Daily Brew 
Steve (Cowboy) – CB for Birch Point; CB for Daily Brew; R for Abacus 
Autumn – CB for Daily Brew  

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1U5PlWSVCV8maCPIYW_yMYq9qMUvbXTZLDT2EGMPKJUQ/edit?slide=id.p#slide=id.p


Maja – R for Abacus; R for 608; R for Ryan; CB for Daily Brew 
Katie – 2R for Eagle Title; T for Birch Point; T for Connelly Legal Services 
Hailey –  
Steve P. –  
Linda – R for Embroidery & More; R for Birch Point; T for Abacus 
Dan – CB for Daily Brew; R for Birch Point 
Kevin – CB for Daily Brew 
 
Total Referrals: 16 
Total Closed Business: 13 
Total Testimonials: 5 
 
Door Prize Drawing 
$20 Daily Brew Co. gift card from Autumn/NextHome 
Winner: Jason 
 
Community Events & Announcements 

●​ Birch Point Distillery Normal Hours: 
Fridays 4-8 / Saturdays 1-8 / Sundays 1-6 

 
●​ A Table Together at Coon Valley Lutheran Church 

Wednesday, Jan. 21st 5-7 p.m. 
All are welcome! 

 
Inspirational Quote – Courtney 
Trust the process - even if it’s a slow one. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:18 a.m. 
 
 
Important Links: 
PRN Website: https://www.premierreferralnetwork.org/  
Enter Close-of-Business Here: https://www.premierreferralnetwork.org/closed-business/  
Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/3304971566424285/  
Updated Zoom Link: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81463261339?pwd=agX0mY7vOYIFn8yaXmUPMjr3jJL61h.1 

 
 
Member List: 
Abacus Answers, LLC – Mark McCraw 
Bethel Home & Services – Courtney Havel 
Birch Point Distillery – Scott Kring 
Cade Financial Services – Rod Engh 
Connelly Legal Services – Kevin Connelly 
Coon Bali Yoga – Jude Steers 
Daily Brew Co. – Jan Hesson 
Eagle Title Co. – Sara Rudie 
Embroidery & More – Mary Daines 
Independent Insurance Agent – Ryan Lium 

Jason Ray Photography – Jason Stuempges 
Leer Wood Products – Steve Pauloski 
NextHome Prime Real Estate – Autumn Brandau 
PowerMedic – Maja Grinsted Hillegass 
River Bank – Katie Helseth 
The Wild Cowpoke Co – Hailey Nerison 
Top Dog Marketing – Steve Peterson 
Valley Fudge & Candy – Linda Schulte 
608 Plumbing & Heating – Dan Lee 
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